
ON THE TRAIL OF THE MOTION PICTURE
Putling lt Over for

The Idea Alone
By Virginia Tracy

Hi- wrotc it himsclf," the enthusiast
who was leading us to seo King VI-
dor's "The Turn in the Road" eagerly
cxplained. "And he produced it him-
lelf.not a star in it he wanted to

put it over on the idea alone!"
These valiant words were cordial to

a ir heart. What could beckon more

hopefully from any picture than the
knowlcdgi somebody had had
pomcthitip; '.» say and had put up a

atifl fight to Bay i'.'.' And indeed I ii

soraewhere in the third reel we sat
wrappcd in a quite particular complai-
sanee, secure that we and the picture
were about the most intelligent things
going, other pictures and other spec-
tators scarcely running in the same

class. We kept telling ourselvc3, "01
but thi^ cannot be! It aimply doeso't
exist we're dreaming! Nobody could
hope to put. over anything as good as

this people wouldn't notice it- -they
wouldn't be able to tell it from life!"
This is what made the fall when it did
come such an extremely unsetting busi¬
ness. As we sat in the dust we should
Iike to have been sure whether the
picture had given way or whether we

had tumbled. And to this mir.ute we

are not entirely up from that dust.
Besides money, Perry, of Perry's

li>on Works, has one idol. his son Paul;
p.nd Paul had gone in for socialism.
But thia very young Socialist is also a

very young man and all the time not
s-pent in his atruggle with his father
he spcnds in the society of two sisters.
The younger is the little belle of
I'erryville; the "stoop" is always
crowded with her beaux; her own

Btruggle with her father is about go¬
ing niotoring with young men and
how low in the neck a ministcr's
daughtcr may wear her dancing drcsses.

AMUSEMENTS

Tho serious older siater, June
played by Helen Jerome Eddy, a name
we aimply mustn't forget .is merely
the background to tho festivlties of
the Little beauty, Alone with Juno her
si ter's callers aro bored and listless,
and yel when Paul Perry, with his
atmosphere of liooks and brains and
ideals, begins coming to the festivities
too, she has the fond ingenuousness to
believe that it is her company he comes!
for. I
To advance upon the story thus has-

ii!y gives it, however, a harshness and
fixedness entirely alien to the fiexibil-
ity, the sensitive truth to daily living,
the absence of a single bromidic or »ne-

chanical touch, with which it is realized
upon the screen. There the ncting and
thd direction are of such peri'ection
that they seem wholly blended in an in-
stinctive articulation of life. Tt is all,
of eourse, essentially American, as if
we were simply looking through a win-
dow at a little well known world pre-
sented in a clarifying light. If you
think of what "Little Women" ought to
have been and wasn't, modernized to
our day, you will have it- all the sense
of family affection, of neighborliness,
the really extraordinary interplay of
slight but perfectly realized relatlon-
ships, the free, idle, busyness and
self-centredness and charm of in-
dulged youth, and then the moment of
an acting exquisite enough to make us

ashamed of gaudier things; the moment
whon, at the wedding, it is time for the
bride's sister to kiss the hridegroom,
whom she lovas.
The wedding has not been opposed by

Perry, ns it would have been in an ordi-
nary plot-for-trouble. He is only too
glad to marry his young Socialist to a

sweet girl who is also a luxury-lovlng
butterfly, to be kept in frocks and
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frills by nobody but a millionaire. Tn
a boautiful homo of hia father's provid-
ing Paul forgeta all about Bocialism for
a yonr, nnd then tho pretty buttcrfly
diea in childbirth. Drunk with rebel-
lioua misery, tho young husband turna
with equal fury upon tho father, who
has been asfiiiring him that money ean

do ovorything, and upon ihe girl's
fnth"r, the sweet-hearted old minister,
who tella him it ia God's -.'iii thal shc
should die. When he has fled out of
tho hou8e and all the liTe that hc has
over known, we are suddenly u triflc
uneasy at the fact that there. is a wild
storm raging for him to flro in. We
have ho rarely found the elemcnts
punctual to a crisis; nor could we bo-
lieve that, storm or no atorm, evcry-
body would have stood petriiied and let
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him go.even the faithful June paua-
lng on tho porch to pray. I* waa the
turn in the road for us.

Far back in the happy beginninsr wo
had been aware in the titles.though
in the titles alone.of a ccrtain didac
tir stiffness, and as soon as Juno be
gan to question whether evil ia really
ncnt by God we know we wcre to rc-
ccive some moral lcstfon. But even
we are not entirely nbove moral le
aons and followed the picture with
interest to its morality: tho moralityof Christian Scicnco. Thia wiu rc
the road has boon leading fn m
first nnd the road'a flnal turn takes
place in the mind of tho minister, who
has been shaken by his daughter'a
dcath and his son-in-law'a rcproaches
from his orthodox belicf, but whoae
fitruK^les are cryatallizcd only when
n" Bcea hia li-'!,. grandchild playingwith waspa and is told by the child
the blesaed little llon Alexnnder of
"Hearta of the World"- "They won'l
hurt you if you don'l hurt them." Ho
knows then that there is no such thingas'evil,

Otherwisc, we take it, he would have
been prctty depressed; with ono daugh-ter dead, the othor, (he family's only
wago earner, dismisacd by her cm-
ployor for rejecting his iniquitous ad-
vanccs; his own pulpit lost throughnia changod views; his grandson
ptoncd off ihe grounds of th,. multi-
millionaire grandfathcr up th,- ,,.,,]
while the boy's own father is sunk ln
degradation and, -¦<. fear though the
'." B necessar; ror our abominable
programme system jumps too much for
us to he sure crimo. But at thi- lowest
ebb \i: the family fortunes labor takca
% hand.

Labor, it may be startled to lenrn,decides to cnter tho millionaire'a house
at midnight and foree him to sign its
Magna Charta at the piatol'a point. Tho
old man refuses, is bound to a chair,and tho intruding laborers lino upagainat the wall to shoot him.we have
an impresaion that as they lined upthoy turned out the lights, probnblyin order to improve their oim. Hut
for such a midnight naturo has pro-vided another storm and in one of
its lightning flashoa the little grand-child steps into the room! Knowingonly that grandpa throws stonoa at,
him, he has come for fear grandpamighf be lonoly to-night.
The heart of man cannot resiat the

spectacle; the laborers repent; the
millionaire signa the charter' nnd
|dasps the child to his bosom. When
tho little boy goes homo he flnds his
father, now a tramp, asleep in the hay-loftj the father says that he is lookingfor tho True God. the child oxplainathe principlcs of Chrigtian Science, the
question of tho fathet-'s soul is an-
swered and all hearts aro reunited
|Now we should Iike to nsk that ulti-
mate creature, tho Public, nnd more
particulnrly the Christian Science pub¬
lic, one desperate question: Is thif
nonsense ?

If i'o, how runio it to bo written bjthe artist in genuinencsa of the carlioi
reels? IT not. why was there only on<
aervant in tha house of tho multi
millionaire when the laborers arrived'
Why did thoso laborers, surely un
aware that tho rhild wa3 to awing ir
on tho lightning, leave tho front dooi
open behind them? Why was tho chilc
followed by six fox terrler pupplc un
scattered and unapottcd by tho storm*
Why were these things doue by tha
author-dlroctor whoae earllcr truth o

sight and cxactnesa of touch were si
fine that tynv W0 aetually cannot taki
our own word againat him? Hovo w<
such a blind sldo to rcligioua revehi
tion that we mlstako pootry for bun
combo nnd fire for n rus log? Or
ll that tho roliglon has been s.omowha
unrevealingly revealod, even by light

.nlng, puppiea, baboa aookijig out atone
Mthrowing milllonalres, repontant mur
derors and fathera in tho hayloft? "lb

Mwanted to put it, over for tha idai
jalone"! When even the alncereal Idoi
wiiiiti to bo prbpagnnda, what

j truth7
) Any one who no muj i" ak.

Shadows pn
The Screen

Mahlon Hamilton, aelectcd by .). A.
Bcrsl to play opposite to Kitty Cor,Ion
in her current screen vchiclc "Adelc,"
will also bo scen in that star'a support
in her forthcoming United Picture
Theatrea production of William An-
thony McGuiro'a story, "Playthings of
Passiou."

Norma Talmadge'a ncxl picture will
be a Russian one, on which she is now
al work at Saranac Lake. This story

by II. II. Van Loan and will precede
"Nnncy Lee," dospite the fact that
"Nancy" is now being cul and titlcd.
Pedro de Cord^ba will play Princo

Mihknil, Other member; of the cast
aro Margueritc Clayton, Matilda Brun-
dage, Stuart Holmes, Charlos Gcrard,
Mnrc McDermotl and Hurry Sothern
Chot Withey directed.

rho screen rights to "Told in the
Mills," by Marah Ellia Ryan, have been
purchased by tbe Famous Playcra
l.a.-ky Corporation. The filming of tbe
picture will be starred al an earlydate,
"Virtuoua Men'' is ready for prea-

entation. Thn picture, a Rnlph fnce
attraction, pcrsonally directed by Mr,
Ince, was seven months in the making.
lt. cost over $150,000 to film, contains
10,000 supernumeraries, many spectacu-
lar scones and a thrilling forest tire.
For this effecl 500 ncrcs of forest wero
burned over.

Director John S. Robertaon, Assist-
ant Director Frank Walton and Camera-
man Jacques Monteran and tho mem-
bers of the cast of "Come Out of the
Kitchen," Marguorite Clark's comingParamount picture, havo gone to Pass
Christian, Miss., whero the work of
filming tho exteriors for the production
has already commenced. An unusunl
cast has been picked for this screen
version of Alico Duer Mille.r's v.ell-
known play. It includea Kvirr.-ne
O'Brien, K-ulinr; man; Crnufurd Ker.t,
Franccs Kayo, Bradley Barker, Albert
M. Hackett, May Kitson and c,>0i'geStcvens.

B. S. Mn^s'a photoplay, "Break ti-.r
Xews to Mother," was given a mid¬
night privato showing before a repro-sentativo gathering of statn rights
buyern nnd exhibitora at, the Hamilton
Thentro last Thursday. Thn Kereen ver¬
sion, however, is an orifrinal story byHugh MarXair Kahler, ono of Anieri-
ca's best known mafrazine writers. The
sconario is by Garfield Thompson and
tha photofrrapby by Andre Barlntier
Tho picture was produced under the
personal direction of Juliua Steger.
Vice-President E. W. Hammona, o

jthe Fducationa] Films Corporation, an
nounces that the feature of the thirc
of "The Photoplay Magazlne Screei

Supplement" is to be an cxtensive!
study of Geraldine Farrar in her new!
home on West Seventy-fourth Street.
Miss Farrar put apartment dwellinginto the past tense recently and, in a
slender four story palace all her own,
found space for the first. time in her
life to place her art trcasures and the
trophiea of operatic triumphs secured
in oll the capitals of the world. Julian
Johnaon, editor of "Photoplay Maga-
ine," hearing of the new home, im-'

mediately eommunicated with Miss
Farrar and asked her to permit aj

'"viaual record" of herself in her!
dpmeatic Burroundings.

Houdini has recently gained conaid-
erable recognition as n writer, He haa
written two aeriea of "Children'a
Goodnight Stories," one printed in!
"McClurc's Magazine" nnd the other in
"The Xew York World"; "The Un-1
masking of Robert Houdini," a book on
magic; a number of Chriatmaa stories,
publiahed in England, and aeveral
other volumea. For two years he was
editor of "The Conjurer," the magl-
cian's magazine.

Scott Dunlap, formerly an asaistant
director with William Farnum. Ia now
a full-fledged director in the William
Fox organization at the Hollywood
Cal. atudios.

Eileen Cotty, fifteen-year-old too
dnncer with the "Good Morning, Judgo"show, iins demonstrated n few of her
latcat Bteps for the Univeraal Screen
Magazine camera man.

"Our Teddy'" Seen by
Thousand Boy Scouts

McClure Producliona have been com-
mended for the splendid Amcricania-
ing influence. the picturo "Our Teddy"
is having in ali aectiona of the coun¬
try. The following letter from .lames
F. West, chicf Bcout executive of the
Boy Scouts of Ameriea, pays tribute
to the wholesome inspiration "Our
Teddy" is furniahing .to thousands of
young Americans:

"I was greatly impressed and pleaBed
with tho motion picture story of the
life of former Preaident Roosevolt
which I saw at an anniversary meet-
ing attended by over a thousand Boy

.: Scouts laat Saturday. Colonel Roose-
velt's lifo is an inapiration to boyhood,

'and I feel it is a fortunate thing for
the country that this picture waa made
before the great man passed away."

.-...-«_

Gray Seal Slar ISearly
Made Film Debut in India

Whceler Dryden, who will be starred
ln a Beriea of Gray Seal Comediea,
would have made his film debut in
India had not the war prevented.

Mr. Dryden was in Bombay when he
|was npproached by a Mr. P. J. Marz-
ban, a Parsoe, to poso for a Gujerati
novel. Mr. Dryden was chosen because
"r his striking rosemblance to the
Pnraeea, who are the higheat typa of
Orientala in Tndin.
The photographs were such a suc-

cesa that Mr. Marzban decided to adapt
one of his Gujerati novela as a feature
photoplay. Tho nccessary arrange-
ments wcre made, but owing to the
shipping restrictloiia it was impossible
to obtain any raw film stock. Had the

f latter obstacle not arisen Mr. Dryden
would have been the first person to

1 write, direct and nppcnr in a Parsoe
i film production.
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Jatnes Montgomery Flagg
Obliges With Six Words

By Harriette Underhill
We didn't try to see the parade last

Tuesday becauso we knew that we had
only ono chance in 2,000,000 and no
one had invitod us to sit down and we
badn't been asked to join the Mayor's
party; so instead of going out iir.d
maybe getting killed we decided to <lo
some work, then we might spend the
next day over in Fort Lee watching
Allan Dwan direct a picture with a

clear conscience. (We mean our con-
science.not his.)
Of course, interviewir.gr people is

only work nominally. We have to call
it that because we gel paid for it; and
when you have an interviewee like
Jumes Montgomery Flagg.well, did
you ever meet James Montgomery
Flagg?

Once, long ago. oh, ten or twclve or
sixteen or eighteen years ago, we posed
for Mr. Flagg. He made a magazine
cover of a girl that didn't look a bit
like us and labelled it "Love's Awaken-
ing" or "Spring" or something like
that. Just once during the session he
spoke to us. He said. "Your eyes are

green, aren't they?"
So all those years we never liked him

until we saw him play "Perfectly
Fiendish Flanagan," and for that we

forgave him all of his transgressions.
The interview was arranged over the

telephone. Mr. Flagg said he would
be in his studio at. 6 o'clock, and how
long wouid it take, and we said liftcer.
minutes would be ample time and six
words were all that would be neccssary.
And then wo stayed an hour and a

half, and should like to have stayed
longer only Mr. Flagg was going to the
theatre and so were we.

He had the six words prepared for
us, however, and he immediately gnve
them to us to prove that ho was in
carnest.

"Now, you must say. '.Mr. Flagg, do
you write your titles as well as your
stories?' and 1 shall say, 'Better.'"
"Very well, we'll make a note of

that and can promise you t hat it will
nppear in tho interview. Do you re-

member us, Mr. Flagg?"
"Ves, 1 do, but I can't think where.

nor how."
"Don't you rcmember 'Spring'?" we

began.
"Ah, yes. But you weren't one of

those fiightened girls who went around
with ii copy of 'Tho C'ommon Law' un-

der your arni, were you. consulting it
on every occasion?"

"N'o. indeed; we carried a book on

Socialism at that period a:nl wero
all imbued with tlint clnsses and mass-

es thing. Thi' reason we didn't like
you was because you wore white bi 1k
socks nnd purnps in the morning and

jpaid us 50 cents nn hour for posing.
We thought thnt you thought that you
were classes and we were maases.
"Vou see. you didn't give us a chance

to t.ell you that we wore writing the
great American novel and were looking
for atmosphere."
"Well, well, isn't it a small"
"Ves." we intcrruptod, "a smull cloud

that ncver pours." for we fclt well
enough ncquainted by this time
to act natural; and a little later we got
so well acquainted that. we risk<Hl our

favorito joke about the man who put
creamed spinach on his haii- by mis-
take, thinking that it was asparagus.
If. went so well that Mr. Flagg added
it to his list.
And then we asked Jimmie rin^i;

(cverybody calls him Jimmie who
doesn't call hirn James Montgomery;
how he came to make pictures.movics
.in the first place.
"Well," he answered, "You know my

first pictures wero pretty girl pictures.
Some one came to me and asked mo

if I wouid lend my name to some films
called 'GirlB You All Know,' or some-

thing of the sort, and I said that I
should not lend my name to anything
unlesB I did it myself.
"Ab sooh as I got started the thing

interested me and I saw jrreat poas;-bilities, so I began to do satincal con-
edies. I think tho word comedy u .
misnomer as applied to most of tho
things which are ahown on the scree--
They are slapstick or burlc»o.ue, but
not comedies.

"Oh, but Mr. Flagg, no one in th,
world ever made comedier. Iike your'?-
As long as we live we shall rerr.em.bir
'Flanagan' as the most joyous occtuot;
of our life, and 'Beresford of the Ba
boons' was even funnier than 'Tar-
zan.' "

"Yes. so I ihought, but every on*
does not agree with you and we. 1
received letters from all over the cour
try asking me what they were all tbom
and one exhibuor wrote, 'I boutfst
your comedies, but I shall keep their.
on my shelf. I could not let my pE
trohs sve them.' "

Poor patrons! To be thus deprived
of the best fun they ever missed th*
chance of having.
"But pleaae do not deprive the re»t

of us of your comedies juat because
some non-commuters do not know
what you are doing. Make anothe-
picture Iike 'Flanagan.' There are ao
many other aubjects to be treated in
the same way."

"I'm tired of the movies, and when
this aeries is finished Pm not going
tc «fco anything more. T may do some¬
thing in the drama; Pm not aure."
"What are you going to do next""

we Baked. "One Iike 'The Last Bettlc'
or another satire?"

"It's going to be a satire on all eorn
of films--educational. scinic, comedy
and feature."
"And now if you'll give us a beau

tiful picture of yourself to use witn
the interview"
"Would you prefer a beautiful one

or one that looks Iike me?"
"Either will do. Here, we Iike thi*

one, where you are looking Iike a cavc-
man herol"

'i ie picture we pelected msy be aeer.
ju.it to the eai't of this. It looks ju.«"
Iike the original, if you ever can catfb
him when he looks Iike that.
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M'OLPH ZCKOK PKESENTS

BILLIE
BURKE

(BY ARRANGEMEKT with F. ZIKGFELD, Jr.)

in "Good Gracious, Annabeile!"
JlCjhmmottntQ>ictur6'

By Clare Kummer. Direcud by i;«or«s M«'.ford.
WHAT IN THE WORLD DID ANNABELLE DO?

Do! Htavens alive, my dear, what did Annabrlle do? Didnt
you hcar? She har <!:ocked and scandalized all of our sct. And that
isn't all. You'll just have to see it in a coiking motion picturr at the
Strand. Don't iniss it! It's inconceivable! Koallv.
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